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A number of Estonians who had come to Australia in the 1920’s and had settled in Sydney felt
the need to be able to worship in Estonian. They were able to find a Lutheran pastor, Kurt
Gielov, who had been serving in Pinnaroo SA, and who was willing to come to Sydney. Thus, in
1934, the SEEL St John’s Congregation (EELK Sydney Jaani Kogudus) was formed.

After World War Il, many more Estonians came to Australia, including Rev Dean Friedrich
Stockholm, who served the growing Congregation from 1948-1960.

After Rev Dean Stockholm’s retirement, Rev Einar Kiviste, who had been the minister in
Leicester, England was appointed to the position here in 1961. He and his wife were at first
accommodated in a flat owned by the then Chairman of the church council, but it became
evident that a permanent residence was needed. It was decided that a house should be
purchased, which would serve as a manse, but could also be used to conduct church business
such as meetings, confirmation lessons etc. In 1963 a suitable house was found; 11 Waratah St
North Strathfield. It was conveniently situated close to the railway station. With the help of
donations and funds raised by the wider Estonian community, the property was purchased and
was fully paid for after four years.

In 1972 an extension was built to serve as a chapel. (The kirikusaal). Church services were now
able to be held there, instead of in other churches. The German Lutheran Church in Goulburn St
Sydney had been the mainstay. Once again, the Estonian community came to the fore, donating
generously to make this a reality.

The manse has been home to all the ministers since that time: Revs Hans Ludig, Meelis Rosma
and Allan Taruste. The fact that we had the manse to offer as accommodation meant we were
able to apply for ministers from Estonia when there were none here who could speak Estonian.

Unfortunately, after ninety years we are now faced with the reality that we cannot continue to
operate due to dwindling numbers of mostly elderly people attending services and no younger
Estonians participating.



|

B =il

Faced with the decision about what to do with our assets, we felt the Estonian community
which has helped us so much over the years should be a beneficiary. Therefore, at the church
council meeting (Ndukogu koosolek) held on 5t March 2023, it was decided that ownership of
the property at 11 Waratah St North Strathfield be transferred to the Estonian House Co-
Operative Society Ltd with the proviso that the building be made available to the SEEL St John's
Congregation for as long as it remains active. This was endorsed at the General Meeting
(Taiskogu koosolek) on 7" May2023.

This proposal was agreed to in principle at a joint meeting of the Co-Op board and the church
committee members (juhatus) held on 18" November 2023.

The matter is now being dealt with by the solicitors engaged by both parties.

We feel this venue could be suitable for smaller functions, especially as it is close to North
Strathfield railway station.

Maret Noble Leena Treffner
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